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Welcome to Big Bethel AME Church • Atlanta   
10:00AM Worship Service 
Sunday, January 12, 2025 

 

The Organ Prelude………..………………………………..……..…………………….…Bro. Phillip Skerrett, Jr.  

 
The Doxology………..………………..………………………….……………………….………….A.M.E. Hymn No. 647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye  heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

The Call to Worship 

Minister:     I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!” Our feet have  

      been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! (Psalm 122:1-2) 

People:      For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in  

      the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. (Psalm 84:10) 

Minister:     For the sake of the house of the Lord our God; I will seek your good. (Psalm 122:9) 

People:      They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts  of our God. 

Minister:     O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory dwells. 

People:      But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

Minister:     Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable  in  your sight,   

      O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14) 

People:      O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! I will sing of  loyalty and of  

       justice, to  you, O Lord, I will sing.  (Psalm 98:1,4) 

 

The Hymn of Praise…………………………….………A.M.E. Hymn #513 Hold to God’s Unchanging Hand.  
  
1.    Time is filled with swift transition, Naught of earth unmoved can stand, Build your hopes on things  
       eternal, Hold to God’s unchanging hand.  
  
Refrain: Hold to God’s unchanging hand, Hold to God’s unchanging hand; Build your hopes on things  
               eternal, Hold to God’s unchanging hand.  
  
2.    Trust in Him who will not leave you, Whatsoever years may bring, If by earthly friends forsaken Still  
        more closely to Him cling. [Refrain] 
  
3.     When your journey is completed, If to God you have been true, Fair and bright the home in glory  
        Your enraptured soul will view. [Refrain] 
 
 
The Invocation  

 

 

The Worship Through Music…………………………….………………...………...Remnants of Praise Ensemble 

 

The Responsive Scripture…………...………………………………..……….……….Luke 3:15-17; 21-22 

Minister: 
15

 As the people were filled with expectation and all were questioning in their hearts   
                    concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 
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The Responsive Scripture (Continued)……………...………………………..……………….Luke 3:15-17; 21-22 

People:  
16

 John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water, but one who is more powerful  
                   than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the  
                   Holy Spirit and fire. 

Minister: 
17 

His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat  
                    into his granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

People:   
21 

Now when all the people were baptized and when Jesus also had been baptized and was  
                    praying, the heaven was opened, 

All:           
22 

and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came  
                    from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 

  
 

The Preface to the Decalogue……………………………...………..In the Tune of AME Hymn #72  
                                   From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise;  
                                  let the Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue. 

 

 

The Summary of the Decalogue 

Hear what Christ our Savior said: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all  your soul, and 
with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it: You shall love your  
neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets”. 
  
 

The Gloria Patri……………...……………………………………....……………………....AME Hymn #626 

The Welcome to Big Bethel………………...………………………………..…The Philippian Ministry 
 

The Pastor’s Words 
 

The Worship Through Music….………..............................................…Remnants of Praise Ensemble 

 
The Sermon………………………….…...……...……….…………Pastor John Foster 
 
Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

The Christian Stewardship Reading                                                                             Exodus 35:22 
  
22 

All who were willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold jewelry of all kinds: brooches,    
earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented their gold as a wave offering to the LORD. 
 
The Worship In Giving:  tithes & offering  

The Benediction 

 

**Visitors may register their  attendance online on the Big Bethel Guest Registration Form.  

Thank You for worshipping with us and feel free to come again!! 
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Third Sunday after 
the Epiphany 

First reading Psalm Second reading Gospel 

January 12, 2025 Isaiah 43:1-7 Psalm 29 Acts 8:14-17 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Miriam Redding 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our calls. 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=107
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=107
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=107
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=107
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